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Thank You Santa Fe 

 

          

 

A few thoughts and many thanks from the  

Health Care Workers of St. Vincent Hospital 

 

 

“CHRISTUS 
spent hundreds 
of thousands of 
dollars to bust 
our Union and 
reduce the safe 
staffing we know 
is needed ...  

But Santa Fe is 
standing beside 
us for a brighter 
day.” Union President 

Fonda Osborn  

“Thanks to Santa 
Fe, our Union is 
strong.  We are 
energized and the 
community is 

mobilized,” Osborn 
said. 

The battle for Safe 
Staffing opened up 
the eyes of the 
community. 

 

"We know now 
under the 
Christus model, 
we've lost our 
community 

hospital.” Mayor 

David Coss 

“They've said 
openly to me that's 
not a goal of theirs 
anymore, they want 
to be a regional 
medical center with 
as much control of 
health care in 
northern New 
Mexico that they 
can get," Coss said to 

the Santa Fe New 
Mexican.  

But through the 
efforts of Mayor 
Coss and House 
Speaker Ben Lujan  

 

along with Finance 

Chairman Lucky 

Varela, other Santa 

Fe legislators and 

the Santa Fe 

County Commission  

a clear message 

was sent to the 

management of  

(continued on page 2.)
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Where We Have Been …  

 
 

Where did our 
Community 
Hospital go? 

(Continued from page 1.) 

 
 

the CHRISTUS  
empire:  we’re “not 
happy campers,”  
spoken softly but 
very powerfully by 
Speaker Lujan. 
 
CHRISTUS came 
into our lives a few 
years ago with great 
fanfare and promises 
of ‘deep pockets.’ 
 

 

And despite the 
promises of the lccal 
executive who said 
St. Vincent would 
continue to be a 
Community Hospital, 
the reality is as 
County Commission 
Chair Virginia Vigil 
stated “we no longer 

have a community 
hospital whose 
primary concern is 

the health of our 
patients.”  

Vigil continued, “I'm 
concerned their 
priority has shifted 
from a local 
community hospital to 
corporate America. 
Corporate America in 
the way it has been 
shown to us through 
Christus St. Vincent 
does not work in 
Santa Fe.” 

It is ironic that many 
years ago a group of 
selfless Catholic 
Nuns took it upon 
themselves to create 
a Community Based 
Hospital, and today 
the City these very 
dedicated Nuns 
served has, had that 
same Hospital taken 
away from its control 
by an out-of state, 
Catholic run 
Corporation. 

 
 

Throughout these 
past few years 
CHRITUS’ actions 
spoke more loudly 
than their words. 
 
Management claims 
to want experienced 
workers rewarded 

but seems to have 
embarked on a rout 
of the experienced 
ranks of Nurses and 
Techs. 
 

 
 
Their executives 
asked employees to 
‘tighten their belts’ 
for times were tough.  
 
Yet those same 
executives hid the 
fact they gave 
themselves double-
digit percentage pay 
increases … even 
while telling workers 
the Executives were 
tightening their own 
belts. 
 
Finally and most 
importantly, this 
corporation wants to 
change the Safe 
Staffing Standards 
that advocates have 
fought for years to 
create at St. Vincent 
… not by making 
them tougher … but 

by allowing the 
CHRISTUS 
corporation to pay 
less penalty when 
those standards are 
not met by their 
management.  
 
Our Nurses and 
Technicians 
bargained away 
many benefits to try 
and keep those 
higher standards, 
and create even 
better ones … but in 
the end CHRISTUS  
still insisted they 
have the final say if 
there is a deadlock 
in the safe staffing 
debate. 
 
Really? Maybe that’s 
what they do in 
Texas … and for the 
time being maybe 
they will force it here 
at St. Vincent …  
 
But our legislators 
have indicated that 
they are going to 
have the final say in 
the end … with Safe 
Staffing Levels 
established by state 
law. 
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Where We Are Going … 
 
 
 

First …Thank 
You Santa Fe! 
 

For many years our 
City and our County 
has stood behind the 
hard working health 
care professionals of 
our Community Run 
Hospital. 
 

While CHRISTUS 
has chosen to ignore 
the concerns of our 
health care advoctes 
and focus more on 
the ‘bottom line’ our 
political, volunteer 
and our community 
leaders are focusing 
on how we get back 
to our core values. 
 

Those of us in health 
care professions are 
very thankful for this 
important effort. 
 

Together we 
can restore our 
Community 
Hospital 

 

In addition to our 
political leaders 
there are some very 
active and thoughtful 
individuals and 
organizations who 

have reached out in 
support of taking 
back the control for 
our Community 
Hospital.  
 

Efforts by our Nurses 
and Technicians to 
find the answers 
behind so many 
mysteries relating to 
CHRISTUS have 
been helped by a 
friend named Steve 
Stockdale who writes 
 

 
 

a blog entitled “The 

CHRISTUS Files” at 
DiscernThis.com 

dedicated to finding 
out more. This from 
Steve: „… CHRISTUS 
management has 
repeatedly chosen to do 
what they want, hide 
what they do, and then 
try to make nice with the 
community through 
clumsy and ham-handed 
public relations initiatives. 
This insistence on relying 

on PR, rather than right 
actions, calls attention to 
itself and begs the 
question, “what don‟t they 
want us to know?” That‟s 
what I want to find out.‟ 
 

 
 

 Christus Labor Action Santa Fe 
 

And then there is the 
evergrowing on line 
repository of vital 
information from our 
nurses, technicians 
and other concerned 
community partners. 
Chritus Labor 
Action Santa Fe is 
continuing to inform 
and collect names of 
people who want to 
get control of our 
Hospital back with 
the community. 

 

Type this address in 
your web address 
box:http://christuslabor

actionsantafe.org/  for 
updates daily to what 
is happening. 
 

And then there is the 
organization named 
We Are New Mexico 
which recently 
delivered a letter to 
Attorney General 

Gary King asking for 
an investigation and 
report on CHRISTUS 
sole community 
provider activities, 
including the issues 
of transparency in 
the use of county 
dollars; as well as a 
review of the 
increasing number of 
health care facilities 
that CHRISTUS has 
bought or is about to 
purchase interest in.  
 

 
 

We Are New Mexico 
has also asked for a 
review of the actions 
of the entity Santa 
Fe Imaging, of which 
CHRISTUS has a 
50% interest in. 
 
 

The future is 
brighter for us all 
when we work 
together …  

 

Please look at the 
next few pages and 
see our friends …   
We can take great 
pride in the way all of 
Santa Fe gathered to 
fight for OUR 
Hospital’s Future. 

 

http://christuslaboractionsantafe.org/
http://christuslaboractionsantafe.org/
http://christuslaboractionsantafe.org/
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The National Union of Hospital and Health Care 

Employees District 1199 NM AFSCME/AFL-CIO 

Also represents the Service and Maintenance Workers of St. Vincent Hospital 
And they will be negotiating with CHRISTUS management very soon. 

 
Meet Debbie Adams. Debbie is a Vice -president for the the Service and Maintenance 

Workers.  Debbie thanks you all for the help extended to the Nurses and Technicians who  
recently went through difficult negotiations with CHRISTUS. 

 

 

The Service and Maintenance Workers--housekeepers, dietary workers, certified and nursing 
assistants, phlebotomists, transporters, supplies and unit secretaries will be opening limited 
negotiations with Christus this Summer and full negotiations for a contract next year.   
 
You see the "toils" of these service and maintenance employees from the time you go through the 
doors of the hospital until you walk out: 

 

 The floors you walk on and the rooms you go into are cleaned by housekeepers. 

 The food you eat is prepared by dietary workers.  

 The first hand that touches you are certified and nurses assistants. 

 The blood that may be drawn is done so by one of our professionals. 

 The person who takes you to your tests and escorts you out upon discharge. 

 The people who order your tests, and the supplies you need are all provided by Service and 
Maintenance Workers.   

 
We too live in this community and understand your health care needs. 
 
Please keep Debbie and her colleagues in your thoughts and prayers in the weeks ahead as they too, 
head into what may be a difficult period of negotiations. 
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The National Union of Hospital and 
Health Care Employees District 

1199NM AFSCME/AFL-CIO 
Invites the Community of Santa Fe to Join Its Members For 

 A Community Pot Luck and Barb-A-Que  

And Entertainment & Fun 

 
 

At The Center For Progress & Justice 

1420 Cerrillos Road in Santa Fe 

Saturday, August 13th From  

NOON till 4:30 PM 

RSVP by calling or email: 
Yolanda at: (505) 690-6871 or  
email: yolanda.c@msn.com   

mailto:info@nmhospitalworkersunion.com
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